
 

Berean Academy 

8th Grade Summer Recommended Reading Program 

Biographies of Scientists and Inventors 

This is an optional but recommended reading program. Rising 8th graders who complete 
these recommendations will benefit by having a head start on some of the research 
required for a fall semester research paper. Students’ projects will be graded, and their 
scores will count as test grades to start the fall semester. Students may opt not to include 
their scores as test grades if they choose. Students who complete the project will also 
receive vouchers for five dress-down days to be used on designated days. Projects are due 
on the first day of the school year. 
 
Students are recommended to read a biography about a scientist or inventor. A suggested 
list is given below, but students are not limited to this list. 

Qualifications: The scientist or inventor must be deceased. Contributions must still be 
relevant and continue to influence our culture. Be sure you find ample information on the 
subject since it will be the basis of your research paper in the first semester. Individuals not 
listed may gain approval from the teacher. 

Instructions 
 

1.​ Read a book that meets the prescribed criteria. 
2.​ Complete the digital Summer Reading Questionnaire 

(https://bit.ly/3OHU6DN).  
3.​ Choose and complete a reading project for the book you read. 

Suggested Scientists and Inventors 
Florence Nightingale 
Isaac Newton 
Nikola Tesla 
Luther Burbank 
Joseph Gayetty 
Alexander Graham Bell 
Samuel Morse 
Galileo Galilei 
Alfred Nobel 
Thomas Edison 

Louis Pasteur 
George Washington Carver 
John Deere 
Cyrus McCormick 
Marie Curie 
Steve Jobs 
Wright Brothers 

https://bit.ly/3OHU6DN

